Master the “If": A Beginner’s Guide to English Conditionals

What is a Conditional?

Conditionals are used to talk about real, possible,
or imaginary situations using the basic pattern:
If + condition — result.
Simple Logic: “If it rains, | stay home”.
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Zero Conditional: First Conditional:
The “Always True” Rule The “Real Possibility”

Usage: Scientific Facts & Usage: Likely Future Plans
General Truths & Warnings
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If | get time,
1 will visit you

If you heat
water, It bolls

If + Present Will +

Simple Base Verb
If + condition Result If + condition Result
If you mix red and blue, If | study, | will pass.
you get purple.
" If you don't hurry,
If you don't eat, you will miss the bus.
you feel weak.
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Second Conditional: Third Condltlonal . 5
The “Dreamer’s Rule” The “No Going Back” Rule Mixed Conditional

Usage: Imaginary / Unreal Usage: Past Regrets &
Present Situations & Advice Missed Opportunities
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’ If I had known, |
would have helped

If + Had + Would Have +
Past Participle Past Participle

If | were rich,
| would travel

If | had studied,
| would be
successful now

If + condition Result If + condition Result

If | were a bird, | would fly. If | had studied,

If | had a car, | would have passed.
| would drive to work. If she had left early, she
Advanced Nuance: The “Were” would have caught the bus.

Esception. In formal English,
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alwavstlise *werskitstoadis it wass Advanced Nuance: Mixed Conditionals

Used specifically when a past action or

for all subjects in the Second : )
u mistake has a direct result on the present (e.g.,
K Conditional (e.g., “If | were you"). J “If | had studled, | would be successful now”).
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